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A FEW WORDS FROM
THE EDITOR

by Alberto Azzoni

The days are slowly getting

longer; it is still cold in the
basement but the fruits of all the
winter work are there, waiting to

be tested directly on the river.
What better reward will there be
when in a few weeks time we
receive an SMS from a friend:
iwhat a wonder fu
5 trout on the 7
me! 0O

AYou will need b
of hackle to withstand the
tumultuous waters of next spring
and to stimulate the big trout to
rise up from their hiding places in
the riffles and eddieso . T hi s
teacher Massimo's advice, while
we observe the thick layer of snow
that never like this year covers the
nearby mountains. Truly, this year
if the dams and various other
water capturing initiatives allow it,
we should not be lacking water.
And we may even get a chance to
fish. Yes, because a rodmaker is
also a fisherman and his goal,
while choosing a culm or while
signing a rod, remains, to catch
that trout, to get a good
presentation behind that rock in
the pocket waters. Maybe that's
why many of us give their rods the
names of rivers; perhaps the taper
was designed bearing a particular
river in mind. Is this not the
reason why the historical
American rods are so different
from one coast to the other or why
the product of every rodmaker
worthy of this name has a
geographical connotation?

Perhaps the readers have
understood this, | am rather
biased but....Walter Brunner
docet.

| believe, that in order to design
good rods, you need to be a
fisherman and that it difficult to
design rods for fishing
conditions we are not familiar
with.

| felt the necessity to make this
foreword because in this issue
of the Journal, apart from
numerous technical articles,
you will find an interesting and
provocatory one on who can be
considered a real rodmaker. In
my opinion, | believe that
above all you need to be a
fisherman.

But other provocations await
your attention: in the eternal
dispute regarding the best
geometry for a rod, on one
hand you will find a practical
disquisition on the results of
the calculations which emerge
from the comparison between
classical geometry and the
sections, while on the other
you will discover an original
suggestion which goes beyond
traditional design: i.e. il et 0 ¢
make it ovalo. | hesitated a little
before publishing Giovanni (Jo)
Nese's article as it is because |
felt that a little more
experimentation was
necessary, but in the end |
decided that it was worth
launching the idea to other
rodmakers who will have the
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possibility to adopt it, to criticise
it, to exploit it, to realize it. In any
case Jo has promised to keep us
updated on future developments
that may emerge.

The fact that the rodmaking
community is absolutely open to
innovations is demonstrated by
the interest which emerged from
the Streamlined ferrule (in these
days | received a request from
the US by a rodmaker who is
interested in learning the secrets
of Italian rodmaking); since | am
rather slow with numbers |
stimulated their inventor who has
presented us with a precious and
simple method to calculate the
dimensions of the ferrules in our
blanks: from now on if we design
an 8' we will not land up with a

7 ' 60!

In our history section we will read
about another legend of
European rodmaking: the Fario
Club by Charles Ritz.

Robert Stroh the German
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rodmaker who belongs to our
recent history is interviewed by A.
Brunelli.

Our French friends will be present
with a presentation of their forum
on the web and a report about the
nice meeting they organized in
November in Provence.

Finally three more technical
contributions: the first one from
across the pond suggests a
useful method to get strips that
are perfect triangles (for the more
orthodox makers of course!), the
other two articles, in pure Italian
artisan tradition, transform us into
jewelers to make precious agate
stripping guides.

Because if it is true that the trout
will rise to an exact imitation, it

will be even happier to be
immortalised next to a rod that is
Arighto and that

What a show-off!
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AGATE STRIPPING GUIDE

by Stefano Ferri

We all know what a stripping guide is, but very few
know what an agate stripping guide is. That is
because most of us are used to seeing carbon
fibre rods wrapped with modern and efficient
accessories, which unfortunately are also quite
ugly. Agate is a hard stone which is used to make
semiprecious jewels and it is quite sought after for
the variety of colours that it can have, from brown
to red, to yellow and white i even a combination of
all three.

Procedure

First of all prepare the cutting tools which are none
other than aluminium tubes, 5 cm in length which
are prepared by making 4 vertical slits 37 4 mm in
length. The slits help to eliminate the waste
material. Naturally we will have to prepare thinner
ones for the inner hole i.e. 57 6 mm while the one
for the outer hole will be 10 7 12 mm depending on
what diameter pipes you find.

Consider that in order to have a pleasant look; the
thickness of the agate between inner and outer
walls should be around 2.5 mm. (Figure 1)
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In past times it was used to make stripping guides
because its extreme hardness renders it almost
indestructible and therefore very suitable for this.
Of course they were mounted on upper end
models.

Since we make rods that are particularly precious,
| feel that it is important to use quality accessories
on them. That is why | decided to share the results
of my research which began a few years back
during which | have learned to make these

fi j e voedhppy reading!

Materials

- a slab of agate which can be bought in shops
that sell minerals. Purchase the thinner ones.

- aluminium tubing. Their diameter will determine
the dimensions of the ring i e.g. in DIY shops
11 and 6 mm pipes are available.

- rough polishing paste o diamond powder.

- oil

- hot melt glue

- a small wooden slat

- a Dremel or similar

- sand paper 600 and 1000 grit; abrasive grit or
cerium oxide

- drill press

figure 1
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Stick the agate to the wooden slat with the hot melt
glue and fix the wooden slat to your work bench
using clamps. It will not be removed until the agate
has been finished. (Figure 2)

Figure 2

Prepare a paste with oil and abrasive grit, chuck

the tube in the vertical drill press, setting the speed

to its slowest and we are ready to bore the agate.

First make the small hole then the large one. To do

this place a small quantity of grit paste on the

agate and press down with the tool. But what is

the secret???

The grit sticks to the aluminium which is soft, the

oil helps it to adhere and at the same time also

acts as coolant 1 our aluminium has become a
cutting tool.é..Col auimbusos
they hadndét told me | woul
something like this.

| suggest you do not apply too much pressure with
the press, rather just the weight of your hand
because the agate could shatter. During the
cutting phase apply small quantities of grit paste to
keep the tool Al oadedo
This is the tedious phase because cutting the
agate isnbét so quick
patience é but we are
patience to sellé.

If everything has gone to plan, you will have a
small agate ring with rough edges which will have
to be rounded with the help of a Dremel and a
small handmade tool with a nail (see figure 3), and
a small quantity of 600 grit sand paper. With this
method we will be able to smooth the sharp edges

and

and vy
rodm
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and later will polish it using a felt tipped tool with
grit paste or cerium oxide.

Once we have the agate ring, all you need is to
make the frame that will complete our stripping
guide.

figure 3

Making the frame

Before describing the procedure, | would like to
draw your attention to the materials.
| used brass which is easy to find and to work with

and sthe Ng(pttqu itigs \vhep i, comes to
ﬁrenag opes o th excl % e OB
cke |Iver so thatt ere will be no eed

rhodium plating nor bluing.

Materials
1 mm thick brass wire
gas welder
solder and flux
brass tubing (not shown)

of

Figure 4
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tube and very delicately folding the feathered walls
around the agate. Having a lathe would have the
advantage that the rings can be properly turned
the way you like. It is now the moment to weld the
two bridges together. | suggest that you first weld
them then bend them later because it is easier to
work on a flat surface. The photo is self
explanatory. (Figure 6)

| also suggest that you place small quantities of
solder and flux in the groove between the bridges
to weld them together and to fill up this space
between them.

figure 4

The frame consists in twin bridges and a ring
which houses the agate.

Everything gets welded together. The operation in
itself is quite simple except the making of the two
bridges. If they are not the same, you will get a
crooked stripping guide wh
and the general aesthetics of the rod would be
ruined. So be careful during this operation.

In my case, after various errors, | solved the
problem the way a rodmaker would do. How?
Since we are used to using a planing form, |
created a form (template) which is surprisingly
easy. (Figure 5) figure 6

This is the moment to weld the previously
prepared agate to the two bridges. Place a small
quantity of solder and flux in the contact area so
that the fusion can take place. (Figure 7)

figure 5

Note how with three simple nails, | solved the
problem and | can always create the same frames.
Once the bridges have been formed, houses the figure 7
agate. You make it by cutting a right sized brass

ITALIAN BAMBOO RODMAKERS ASSOCIATION
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Conclusions

Our work is almost over and there are only two
steps left: finishing and rhodium plating or bluing if
you prefer. To finish the guide: cut the feet to the
desired length, file them to a point and sand the
whole thing down with the tool in figure 3 and a
dremel. This will polish it and remove tool marks
and once we are satisfied we will want to remove
the brass colour. | have the fortune to have a = )
jeweler that plates them in platinum for me (so the damaged stripping guides. Those that know how to
owners of my guides need to know that they are make the frames can have modern rods with

very precious). Alternat i vadjayeagapes. Hysyil gakeygurcreptign, o ¢ ¢ e
a silvering agent (which 1Y J QrECoUS ¢ ed& whi ch

should coat the object. It is also possible to use The following are two antique adates; the wrapped

cold bluing agents (available at gunsmiths) which one comes from a 19th century rod on which |
give a dark gun metal finish to the object. changed the whole frame, the second one comes

Those who have chosen to work with nickel silver fror_n a rod dated 1937 that was unsoldered and
6. dondt have these pr obl emhighlmanagedtosalvage.

| hope everything is clear and that you are
interested in this fAstran
to your thoughts, | would like to draw your attention

to a part of the article regarding the frame which |
consider to be very important. It can happen, just

as it has happened to me, to find antique or

éélLadies and Gents éémeet

guides !
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We have reached the end of the adventure and for
the moment | donét have a
If you discover something different or new on the
subject, please inform us. It would be a good
opportunity to acquire more knowledge and to

grow. If you want to make me happy please write

me here: stefanoferri68@alice.it or

ferristefanol (Skype)

Good luck to all !

Obituary

Marco Orlando Giardina sadly informed us
about another loss for the world of Rodmaking:

" on January 30th Martin J. Keane at the age of
71 passed away. Keane was certainly a very
important figure in the world rodmaking scene,
firstly as a collector, then historian, antiquarian
and rod expert. He wrote a book which is of
fundamental importance for classic American
bamboo rods, " Classic Rods and Rodmakers ",
which is very rare and valuable and which | had
the fortune to read thanks to the courtesy and
kindness of Francesca Morisetti. His periodic
rod catalogues were always sought after by an
interested public and they have also become
part of the |iterature

He will be missed by all.
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